


SELA Outlaw Pinewood Derby Rules and Guidelines

General Rules

1. Previous years’ cars may be raced in the “Outlaw Race”.

2. Cars should be made using the official BSA Pinewood Derby kit.  Pre-cut car kits found at the

scout office or craft stores may be used if they adhere to the rules below.

3. Cars must be made from wood.

4. Cars must comply with the following specifications:

a. Weight: Cars must weigh no more than 5.0 ounces as measured on the official scale at

the event.

b. Width: The maximum width of the car, including wheels and axles, must not exceed 2-3/4

inches.

c. Height: The maximum height of the car must not exceed 3-1/2 inches.

d. Bottom Clearance: The distance between the bottom of the wheels and the bottom of the

lowest point of the car other than the wheels must be at least 3/8 inch.

e. Width Between Wheels: The distance between the innermost edges of the left and right

wheels must be at least 1-3/4 inches.

f. Wheelbase: There is no restriction on the distance between the front and rear axles.

5. The car design may be enhanced by the addition of other stable materials such as plastic or

metal. Any additions must be firmly attached and meet car size requirements.

6. No part of the car may protrude beyond the starting peg or gate.

7. Wheels & axles may be altered and bearings may be used.

8. No restrictions on how many wheels touch the track.  Pegs may be used.

9. The following items are prohibited:

a) Starting devices or propellants (A starting device is something that alters the rotation

or spin of the wheel.)

b) Electronic or lighting devices that interfere with the race electronics

No part of the car, other than wheels or wheel peg, may be capable of contacting any part of 

the track, other than the starting rod or gate. 
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Revisions
Date  Revision # Reason                                                     
6/3/2023 1  Added #3 that car must be made from wood


